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SHAREABLE IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE

YouTube Language Popup and
Multilingual Audio

Exact instructions and copy-paste code for recreating a “click to play in

your language” callout on websites and in videos, plus the YouTube Studio

workflow for captions, dubbed audio tracks, and auto-dubbing.

Prepared for: Managing Expectations / Cross Al Services project use

Purpose: Give editors, web developers, video producers, and clients one practical
handout they can follow.

Version: June 18, 2026
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1. Executive summary

The visible message “click to play in your language!” is usually not a default YouTube popup. It is
typically a creator-added callout, graphic, or website overlay that tells viewers where to find language
options.

YOUTUBE PROVIDES WE PROVIDE

e Subtitles / closed captions. e The visual popup/callout.
e Auto-translated captions. e The translated captions.
e Multi-language audio for eligible channels. e The translated/dubbed audio files, when
e Automatic dubbing for some needed.
channels/videos. e The website wrapper or baked-in video
graphic.

Critical limitation: A website overlay can sit on top of an embedded YouTube video on our site,
but it cannot control YouTube's internal player menu inside the iframe. On YouTube.com itself, the
callout must be baked into the video before upload, and the actual language options are
controlled by YouTube Studio.

2.Choose the correct implementation path

Website overlay: Use when the video is embedded on a company website. The code below
places a popup over the embedded video and tells people to use YouTube settings.

e Baked into video: Use when uploading to YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok. The callout
becomes part of the MP4 itself.

YouTube Studio language tracks: Use for real audio/caption language options. This is separate
from the visual popup.

3. Website overlay - copy/paste HTML, CSS, and JS

Use this block on a website page where we embed a YouTube video. Replace VIDEO_ID_HERE with the
YouTube video ID.
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<div class="yt-language-wrap">

<iframe
class="yt-language-video"
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/VIDEO_ID_HERE"
title="YouTube video"
allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture; web-share"
referrerpolicy="strict-origin-when-cross-origin"
allowfullscreen>

</iframe>

<button class="yt-language-callout" type="button" aria-label="Language instructions'>
<strong>click to play in<br>your language!</strong>
<span>Use YouTube settings w@</span>
</button>
</div>

<style>

.yt-language-wrap {
position: relative;
width: min(100%, 960px);
aspect-ratio: 16 / 9;
margin: 2rem auto;
background: #000;
border-radius: 18px;
overflow: hidden;
box-shadow: @ 18px 50px rgba(0,0,0,.35);

}

.yt-language-video {
position: absolute;
inset: 0;
width: 100%;
height: 100%;
border: 0;

F

.yt-language-callout {
position: absolute;
right: 18px;
bottom: 72px;
z-index: 5;
min-width: 210px;
padding: 16px 18px;
border: 1px solid rgba(255,255,255,.25);
border-radius: 18px;
background: rgba(0,0,0,.72);
color: #fff;
text—-align: left;
font-family: Arial, sans-serif;
cursor: pointer;
backdrop-filter: blur(10px);
box-shadow: @ 12px 35px rgba(0,0,0,.45);
animation: languagePulse 2.5s ease-in-out infinite;

3

.yt-language-callout strong {
display: block;
font-size: clamp(18px, 2vw, 28px);
line-height: 1.05;
text—transform: lowercase;

3

.yt-language-callout span {
display: block;
margin-top: 8px;
font-size: 13px;
opacity: .82;

}

.yt-language-callout::after {
content: "";
position: absolute;
right: 26px;
bottom: -11px;
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width: 20px;

height: 20px;

background: rgba(o,0,0,.72);

border-right: 1px solid rgba(255,255,255,.25);
border-bottom: 1px solid rgba(255,255,255,.25);
transform: rotate(45deg);

F

@keyframes languagePulse {
0%, 100% { transform: translateY(Q); }
50% { transform: translateY(-3px); }

F

@media (max-width: 640px) {
.yt-language-callout {
right: 10px;
bottom: 54px;
min-width: 160px;
padding: 12px 14px;
border-radius: 14px;
}
.yt-language-callout strong { font-size: 17px; }
.yt-language-callout span { font-size: 11px; }

</style>

<script>
document.querySelectorAll("'.yt-language-callout').forEach((button) => {
button.addEventListener('click', () => {

alert('To change language: click the YouTube gear/settings icon, then choose Audio track or Subtitles/CC if
available.');

</script>

Example using the JD Vance video

<iframe class="yt-language-video"
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/5cKDs7bIGPE"
title="JD Vance interview"

allowfullscreen>
</iframe>

4. Website overlay - recommended wording

Use one of these lines depending on what the video actually has:

¢ If it has dubbed audio: “Click settings, then Audio track, to choose your language.”
e |f it only has captions: “Click settings, then Subtitles/CC, to choose captions or auto-translate.”

e If unsure: "Use YouTube settings for available language options."
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5. Baking the callout into a video before upload

If the video will be watched directly on YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, or inside a player we do
not control, the safest solution is to bake the callout into the video file itself before upload.

Result: The message becomes part of the actual video picture. It will appear everywhere the
video is played.

Save the script below as bake-language-callout.sh . Then run:

chmod +x bake-language-callout.sh
./bake-language-callout.sh input.mp4 output-with-callout.mp4

#!/usr/bin/env bash

# Bake a "click to play in your language" callout into a video before uploading to YouTube.
# Usage:

#  ./bake-language-callout.sh input.mp4 output-with-callout.mp4

# Requires: ffmpeg

set —euo pipefail

INPUT="${1:?Input video required, e.g. input.mp4}"
OUTPUT="${2:?0utput video required, e.g. output.mp4}"

# Shows the callout from 2s to 12s in the bottom-right corner.
# Edit enable='between(t,2,12)' to change timing.
# Edit text=... to change message.
ffmpeg -y —-i "$INPUT" \
-vf "drawbox=x=w-500:y=h-260:w=440:h=150:color=black@@.68:t=fill,\
drawbox=x=w-500:y=h-260:w=440:h=150: color=white@®.25:t=2,\
drawtext=text="'click to play in':x=w-470:y=h-230:fontsize=42:fontcolor=white:font="'Arial':enable="'between(t,2,12)"',\
drawtext=text="'your language!':x=w—470:y=h-180:fontsize=42:fontcolor=white:font='Arial':enable="'between(t,2,12)"',\
drawtext=text="'Use YouTube settings &':x=w-470:y=h-
125:fontsize=22:fontcolor=white@@.82: font="Arial':enable="between(t,2,12)"'" \
—c:v libx264 -preset veryfast —-crf 20 —pix_fmt yuv420p \
—c:a copy —-movflags +faststart "$OUTPUT"

ffprobe -v error —show_entries format=duration,size:stream=codec_type,codec_name,width,height \
-of default=noprint_wrappers=1 "$0UTPUT"

Changing when the popup appears

In the FFmpeg script, this part controls timing:

enable='between(t,2,12)"

e 2 means start at 2 seconds.

e 12 means disappear at 12 seconds.

Example: to show it from 5 seconds to 20 seconds, change every instance to:

enable="'between(t,5,20)"
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6. Creating real multilingual access on YouTube
The visual popup is only an instruction. The real language options must be set up in YouTube Studio.

Captions [ subtitles

. Open YouTube Studio.

. Go to Content.

. Select the video.

. Open Subtitles.

. Add or upload the original language caption file.

. Add translated subtitle files for each target language.

N O o0 A WON -

. Review timing and spelling before publishing.

Multi-language audio [/ dubbed tracks
1. Open YouTube Studio.
2. Go to Content and select the video.

3. Look for language/audio-track options in the video details or subtitles/language area. Availability
depends on channel eligibility and YouTube rollout.

4. Upload clean dubbed audio tracks for each language.
5. Label each track correctly: French, German, Hindi, Spanish, Portuguese, etc.

6. Save changes and test the public video in an incognito/private browser window.

Do not promise dubbed audio until tested. If the player only shows Subtitles/CC and does not
show Audio track, the viewer may only have captions/translation, not true dubbed audio.

7.File formats to prepare

Caption files Dubbed audio files

* .srt - simple subtitle format. e .wav or high-quality .mp3.

e .vtt - web subtitle format. * One file per language.

* One file per language. e Must match the video duration/timing.

e Must match timing of the final edited video. e Review by a native speaker when possible.

8. Quality-control checklist

e The callout does not cover faces, captions, or key graphics.

e The callout appears long enough to notice, usually 8-12 seconds.
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e The wording matches what is actually available: Audio track vs Subtitles/CC.
e Captions are synchronized after the final video edit.

e Translated captions are reviewed for names, legal terms, medical terms, place names, and
company names.

e Dubbed audio is checked for timing and voice quality.
e The YouTube description explains how to find language options.

e The published video is tested on desktop and mobile.

9. Description text to paste into YouTube

Language options may be available in the YouTube player.

Click the gear/settings icon, then choose Audio track or Subtitles/CC if available.
If your preferred language is not available as audio, try translated captions through Subtitles/CC.

10. Recommended production workflow

. Finish the English master video.

. Add or bake in the language callout near the beginning.

. Export the final master MP4.

. Create an English transcript.

. Create translated subtitle files for target languages.

. Create dubbed audio tracks if budget and platform access allow.

. Upload video to YouTube.

. Upload captions/subtitles.

. Upload dubbed audio tracks if the channel has multi-language audio access.
. Publish and test.

. Embed on the website using the overlay code if desired.

- O O 00 N O o & W N -

Best practical approach: For client projects, always provide translated captions first because
they work broadly. Add dubbed audio when budget/channel access allows. Add the callout
visually so viewers know the language feature exists.

11. Short client explanation
Use this paragraph when explaining the feature to a client:
YouTube can support multilingual captions and, for eligible channels, multiple dubbed audio

tracks on a single video. The visible “click to play in your language”" message is normally a
creator-added instruction, not a default YouTube popup. We can reproduce the look on a website
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with an overlay, or bake the message into the video before upload. The actual language playback
options must be configured separately inside YouTube Studio.

Prepared as a practical implementation handout. Always test the final published video because YouTube language features
vary by channel eligibility, account rollout, viewer location, device, and video settings.
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